For this discussion, I'm going to make you spend some time thinking before responding. In addition, you will not be able to see responses until you post.
                 
There are now many services that offer elective genetic testing at home, like 23 and Me, MyHeritage.com, Family Tree DNA, and DNA Ancestry. In essay format (not question/answer) discuss some advantages and disadvantages of knowing about and/or sharing your DNA information.
Ideas to consider:
· How much information do you want to knowabout your genetic predispositions? 
· What are the advantages and disadvantagesof sharing your DNA with pharmaceutical companies, like GlaxoSmithKline who recently purchased a part of the 23 and Me business?
· Although there is no requirement to share your ancestral information, would you? (If you agree to share information, you get notices about other relatives who have also agreed to share their information. You don't have to contact them or respond to inquiries, but if you check the box to share, presumably you want to know about your 'long lost' relatives.) Do you want to learn about previously unknown relatives? Would you want to know about the unknown relatives of a spouse? Is it important to know about "blood" relatives that you've never met and did not know were related? Would it make a difference if those relatives were successful or incarcerated? If those considerations make a difference, why do they? (Other than the obvious.) 
· How much information would you want to know about your children (even if you don't plan on having any)? What if genetic testing could inform you about athletic ability, empathy, friendships, or specific cognitive abilities? You could not 'undo' that knowledge and would consequently treat your children differently. Is that good or bad?
You do not need to limit yourself to answering these questions; feel free to expand in any way you like. Just make sure to touch on the (bold,  italicized) four themes identified above. 
Please limit your response to 500 words.


